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Expanding or relocating your busi-
ness? Call a utility economic
developer first. Utilities are

uniquely positioned to add value to the
site selection process - from providing
information and cutting red tape to con-
necting businesses with financing and
leaders who can expedite project
approvals. Utilities are major business-
es in their communities. They deal with
and understand the factors that affect a
company's bottom line - factors that are
critical for choosing the right location. 
"Utility economic developers are typi-

cally among the first calls we make
when working with prospects," said Ed
McCallum, senior principal at
McCallum Sweeney Consulting. "We
tap into this valuable resource early on.

We don't wait to initiate these critical
contacts." 
Utilities have an impressive amount of

information available, according to
McCallum who provides site selection
services to Fortune 500 companies
worldwide. 
With today's expansion projects on the

fast track, utility involvement can make
a big difference in meeting tight dead-
lines. 
Businesses today expect to take a proj-

ect from feasibility through site investi-
gation and acquisition in about 40 per-
cent to 60 percent less time, according
to Robert Price, senior site selection
consultant at Lockwood Greene. The
company offers site location services
for major global corporations and

smaller high-tech growth companies. 
Projects that required eight months to

complete a decade ago, now have dead-
lines of 10 to 12 weeks. Some projects
that would have taken a year in the past
are now routinely done in six months. 
"Utility economic developers have

really stepped up to the plate providing
the timely, detailed assistance we need
to meet the fast pace businesses
demand," Price said. "One phone call
has proven to get me in touch with the
site owners or representatives for every
site that might work within our target
area - from multiple communities to
multiple states." 

Call a utility first . . .
team up with UEDA members
The Utility Economic Development

Association (UEDA) is an excellent
resource for site selectors and growing
businesses. More than 75 companies
comprise this international pool of eco-
nomic development experts. UEDA
provides easy access to professionals
who can help companies simplify their
site searches.
"We help shed light on the often cum-

bersome site selection process," said
Norman Carter, UEDA president and
manager of economic development at
Pepco (Potomac Electric Power
Company). "UEDA members are dedi-
cated to providing the information and
assistance businesses need to make
faster, smarter and cost-effective loca-
tion decisions." 
UEDA's new International Committee

helps members tap into the global mar-
ketplace, increase their network of
international contacts and assist busi-
nesses expanding trade into new foreign
markets.
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Call a utility first . . . 
find a site online

Looking for a quick way to find avail-
able sites and buildings anywhere in the
United States? UEDA's Site Locator
feature at: www.utilityeda.com is a
slick way to explore the options. 
Site Locator provides a direct link to

available buildings and sites tracked by
member utilities across the nation.
Click on a target state and link directly

to UEDA members' building and sites
data. Photos and maps are available for
some locations. 
"UEDA's Site Locator puts valuable

information about facility size, cost,
incentives and other amenities right at
your fingertips," Carter said. "This is a
sophisticated, convenient way for busi-
ness owners and site selectors to see
what is available and evaluate their
options." 

Call a utility first . . .
profit from established 

relationships
Need additional assistance with your
site search, but don't know where to
turn? Utility economic developers build
strong relationships with community
leaders and state officials - people who
can help expedite the decision-making
process. 
"Knowing who to contact early in an

expansion project can make a funda-
mental difference," Price said. "Utilities
connect us with the right people and
identify critical issues that help us work
more effectively with a community." 
Utilities have other community con-

nections to help keep the ball rolling,
often recommending professionals with
expertise in real estate, banking and
construction. 
"We connect businesses with the

resources they need and handle the
logistics for site visits," Carter said.
"Teaming up with our utility experts
and other professionals helps compa-
nies find the right location - and
ensures their new facilities are effi-
cient." 

Call a utility first . . . 
make the natural connection

Wondering why utilities are so com-
mitted to helping businesses grow?
Utilities can't simply "pack up" their
pipes and wires and move to a new
location. They have a vested interest in
supporting the economic vitality of the
communities they serve. 
Utilities serve a wide range of commu-

nities that are home to many types of
industries. Business owners benefit
from easy access to objective informa-
tion about a variety of sites, confiden-
tiality and a long-term partner who has
a solid track record in the area.
"Utility economic developers can step

back, look at the 'big picture' and rec-
ommend the best options for business-
es," McCallum said. "Utilities have
been instrumental in helping us find
prime locations for growing compa-
nies." 
As more questions about energy issues
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and reliability are asked earlier in site
searches today, utilities are playing an
increasingly important role in the
process. 
"More companies today are concerned

about risk avoidance as they rely on
information technology, advanced net-
works and computer-controlled manu-
facturing," McCallum said. "Utilities
provide invaluable information on relia-
bility, capacity, redundancy and other
technical issues."

Call a utility first . . .
profit from experience

Interested in learning from others'
experience? Utility economic develop-
ers share lessons learned and key strate-
gies for success based on their experi-
ence siting new facilities. Site selectors
and business owners gain insights into
what worked well in a community, what
issues surfaced and how problems were
resolved. 

"Utilities serve as a continuing thread
of knowledge that you do not find
everywhere," Price said. "Their eco-
nomic development staff gives us feed-
back on whether or not a proposed proj-
ect will 'fit' in a community and how
receptive area residents may be to the
new development." 
Many utilities' seasoned economic

developers offer an extensive knowl-
edge base. This "intellectual property"
is key to helping move many projects
forward on the timeline required, Price
noted. 

Call a utility first . . .
tap into vital information

Need quick answers to your site search
questions? Utilities have a track record
of providing exceptionally high-quality
information. 
"Utilities have the unique ability to

sort through data and focus on the spe-
cific information a business needs,"
McCallum said. "Whenever there is

data or other information that is diffi-
cult to obtain, we know utilities will
quickly come through with the answers
we need to move forward." 
UEDA members are a one-stop source

for vital information on: 
• Labor (skill levels, wages, work ethic,

turnover rates, worker training incen-
tives, etc.). 

• Infrastructure (transportation, utility
service and costs, etc.). 

• Taxes (rates, policies, trends, etc.). 
• Workers' compensation, unemploy-

ment insurance and other operating
costs. 

• Financing (loan options, state pro-
grams, etc.). 

• Housing costs and availability. 
• Environmental issues (regulations,

permits, etc.). 
• Educational opportunities (K-12, tech-

nical colleges, universities, etc.). 
• Quality of life (services, recreation,

activities, etc.).  ~bdo

For more information:
Formed in 1997, UEDA is an

international organization gov-
erned by a 20-member board of
directors. UEDA equips utility
economic developers with knowl-
edge and tools they need to work
with state and local economic
developers to: 
1) help existing business grow and

thrive, 
2) facilitate new investment to

increase the tax base and create
new jobs and

3) increase awareness of utility
economic development and how
it contributes to the economy. 

To learn more about how UEDA
can help your business expand or
relocate, visit: www.utilityeda.com
or contact Executive Director
Cindy Marzofka by phone: 
608-246-0333 or e-mail:
execdir@utilityeda.com.
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ALABAMA POWER COMPANY

Chris Bell
(205) 257-2397

ALLEGHENY POWER

Judi Morrison
(724) 830-2911

ALLIANT ENERGY

John Helbling
(319) 786-7290

AMEREN SERVICES

Michael Kearney
(314) 554-2304

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER

Marty Walsh
(614) 883-7400

APS
Paul Waddell
(602) 250-4830

AQUILA NETWORKS

Clark Smith
(800) 306-4237

BALTIMORE GAS AND ELECTRIC

COMPANY

John Sundergill
(410) 265-4004

CENTRAL VERMONT PUBLIC

SERVICE CORPORATION

Robert Justis, Jr.
(802) 747-5692

CHUBU ELECTRIC POWER CO., INC.
Tsuyoshi Sato
(202) 775-1960

CINERGY CORP.
Bob Hutchings
(317) 838-1563

COLUMBIA GAS OF

OHIO/NISOURCE
Darnita Bradley
(614) 460-4615

COLUMBIA GAS OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mike Belsky
(412) 572-7111

COLUMBIA GAS OF VIRGINIA

Elizabeth Moran
(804) 323-5349

COMED

George Lofton
(312) 394-3042

CON EDISON OF NEW YORK

Peter Meloro
(212)  460-6545

CONSUMERS ENERGY

Greg Northrup
(517) 788-2111

DAYTON POWER AND LIGHT

COMPANY

Scott Wrigglesworth
(937) 331-4763

DTE ENERGY COMPANY

Lennox Sheppard
(313) 235-8058

DUKE POWER

Jim Rogers
(864) 948-5428

EDISON ELECTRIC INSTITUTE

Mike McGrath
(202) 508-5633

ELECTRICITE DE FRANCE

Gilles Jollivet
33 1 40 42 57 48

ENTERGY - ARKANSAS

Mike Maulden
(501) 377-4474

ENTERGY - LOUISIANA

Jim Hendricks
(225) 763-5057

ENTERGY - MISSISSIPPI

Will Mayo
(601) 969-2343

ENTERGY - NEW ORLEANS

Frank Sames
(504) 670-3633

ENTERGY - TEXAS

Michael Barnhill
(936) 760-7080

FIRSTENERGY CORP.
Lee Rinehart
(330) 384-5822

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY

Becky Blalock
(404) 506-3625

IDAHO POWER COMPANY

Layne Dodson
(208) 388-6477

ILLINOIS POWER COMPANY

Steve Warren
(217) 424-7397

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT

Al Conyers
(816) 556-2103

LG&E ENERGY CORP.
Lisa Payne
(502) 627-4955

MAINE PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY

Walt Elish
(207) 768-5811

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY

John Wetzel
(563) 333-8810

MINNESOTA POWER

Nancy Norr
(218) 723-3913

MISSISSIPPI POWER COMPANY

Melvin Wilson
(228) 865-5830

NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC &
GAS CORPORATION

Gary Barnfather
(607) 762-7721

NIAGARA MOHAWK, A NATIONAL

GRID COMPANY

Joe Russo
(315) 428-6798

NISOURCE/NIPSCO
Chris Pieri
(800) 262-6477

NORTHEAST UTILITIES

Doug Fisher
(860) 280-2228

NORTHWESTERN ENERGY

Linda Wittrock
(605) 782-5552

NSTAR ELECTRIC

Donald Walsh
(617) 424-2969

OG&E ELECTRIC SERVICES

Richard Clements
(405) 553-3974

ONCOR

Mike McKinney
(214) 812-8399

ORANGE AND ROCKLAND

UTILITIES, INC.
Richard Struck
(845) 577-2498

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC

COMPANY

Jan Noya Pinna
(415) 973-3073

PACIFICORP

Tim McCabe
(503) 813-5117

PECO ENERGY COMPANY

Greg Byrnes
(215) 841-5657

POTOMAC ELECTRIC POWER

COMPANY

Norman Carter
(202) 872-3357

PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES

Bob Behling
(610) 774-5961

PROGRESS ENERGY

Joe Geddie
(843) 661-4198

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY

OF NEW MEXICO

Carol Radosevich
(505) 241-4548

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND

GAS COMPANY

Timothy Comerford
(973) 430-6458

RELIANT ENERGY HL&P
John Cook
(713) 207-3425

ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC

CORPORATION

Clyde Forbes
(585) 724-8110

SCANA
Harry Busbee
(803) 217-8537

SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY

Stan Thomas
(775) 834-3640

SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE

Steve Deaton
(806) 765-2921

THE UNITED ILLUMINATING CO.
Shelly Saczynski
(203) 499-2097

UNITIL CORPORATION

Cindy Carroll
(603) 773-6532

VATTENFALL ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Alarik Arthur
(468) 739-5393

VECTREN

Ron Keeping
(812) 491-4763

WE ENERGIES

Penny Scheuerman
(414) 221-3018

WISCONSIN PUBLIC SERVICE

CORPORATION

Ted Penn
(920) 433-1627


