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Nicole joined the Oklahoma Department of Commerce (ODOC) in 2020, where she serves as
the Director of the State Trade and Export Program. She also leads ODOC’s external
relationships with local and regional economic development organizations, trade
associations, and other key stakeholders and partners, as well as managing special initiatives
which highlight innovative opportunities for economic development Oklahoma. A western
Oklahoma native with a heart for rural Oklahoma, Nicole brings a broad range of economic
and community development experience at federal, state and local levels to the role. 

Prior to joining the state, Nicole led the grassroots development initiatives and strategic
partnerships for the State Chamber, and managed the Oklahoma Economic Development Council - the state’s
professional development and advocacy organization for economic development. Boyles began her career as a local
chamber executive and has spent the last twenty-five years cultivating business partnerships, leading in economic
development, developing advocacy programs and fundraising in nonprofit foundations. 

Nicole has a master’s degree in Experimental Psychology from the University of Texas, an undergraduate degree from
Oklahoma City University, and graduated from the U.S. Chamber’s Institute for Organization Management. She is a
board member of the state’s economic development association - Select Oklahoma, the International Economic
Development Council (IEDC), and the State International Development Organization (SIDO).

While working as an intern for Fluor Daniel in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1997, Didi Caldwell
had a chance encounter that would change the direction of her career. Less than a year later,
she became a consultant with Global Location Strategies, then a part of Fluor’s organization
in Greenville, SC. Site selection consulting combines the things that Didi loves most- helping
clients make important decisions, constantly learning new things, and travel.

For most of the last 20 years, Didi has dedicated herself to assisting corporations with their
location strategy – where and how to deploy their assets around the world. She has worked
on projects in a multitude of industries, but her expertise and passion are in large 

manufacturing and heavy industrial projects. Since 1998, she has personally conducted location advisory services in
more than 30 countries for both domestic capital investment and foreign direct investment projects.

Dr. Evans is a professor of economics at Oklahoma City University where he serves as the
interim Dean of the Meinders School of Business and Executive Director of the Steven C. Agee
Economic Research and Policy Institute.

He has spent much of the last ten years working closely with state and local governments,
economic development agencies, and industry groups assessing economic impacts,
evaluating policy, and forecasting future economic and fiscal conditions. Current and recent
clients include the Cities of Oklahoma City, Dallas, Ft. Worth and Norman, the Cherokee
Nation, the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, the Oklahoma Petroleum Alliance, the Oklahoma City

Zoo, the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce, the Grand River Dam Authority, and many others.

The work of Dr. Evans and his research staff is regularly cited in both regional and national media markets. He is a
member of the American Economic Association, the National Association for Business Economics, and currently serves
as the president of the Oklahoma Association for Business Economics. He lives in Oklahoma City with his wife, three
beautiful daughters, and two sons. 
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Kinnee Tilly is vice president of business development and operation for the Oklahoma
Manufacturing Alliance. She coordinates a field staff who serve manufacturing in all 77
counties of the state, while developing relationships with numerous sponsors, partners and
stakeholders. Tilly has a deep knowledge of the manufacturing industry and is uniquely
qualified to help us build collaborative relationships and advance the economic development
mission of the Manufacturing Alliance.

Tilly has served as Interim CEO and President of the Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce
and Economic Development Corporation. Previously she served the organization as senior

vice president of economic development. Before that, she was vice president of business retention, expansion and small
business for the Tulsa Regional Chamber. Among the highlights of her time in Broken Arrow, Tilly directed the
expansion and relocation of more than 30 companies to the city. Her business retention strategies were instrumental in
the creation of more than 4,300 jobs at manufacturing and high-tech firms.

Origis Energy is ranked as the second-largest independent utility-scale solar developer (2017)
in the United States, serving companies and utilities through provisioning renewable solar
energy to support energy sustainability, security, and diversity.

William has over 25 years of experience in site selection and real estate fields, including work
with global engineering firms and global real estate firms. His experience also includes
aspects of siting major industrial facilities, data centers, manufacturing plants, distribution
operations, call centers, and headquarters relocation.

Jamie Beier Grant provides corporate site location, economic development planning, site
development and workforce development services based upon her 20+ years of local,
regional, and state economic development experience. Ms. Beier Grant serves public and
private sector economic development clients throughout the U.S. with the development of
virtual job fairs, developing economic development strategies and industrial site
development strategies in Ohio and Michigan, developing infrastructure finance strategies
for industrial and mixed-use development clients, and the provision of economic
development advisory and project financing services for several local governments, 

developers, and large institutional land holders. Ms. Beier Grant is a member of statewide economic development
associations in Ohio, Michigan, and Missouri along with regional associations such as the MidAmerica Economic
Development Council. Ms. Beier Grant is a graduate of Denison University in Granville, Ohio with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Economics and a Bachelor’s Degree in German and has completed leadership programming at Harvard University’s
Kennedy School, and is pursuing an MBA from the University of Cincinnati’s Linder College of Business. 
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Roy became the President & Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
on January 1, 2004, after having served as Executive Vice President of Economic Development
since mid-2002.

Roy has held numerous executive leadership positions in Chambers of Commerce and
Economic Development organizations in Texas, Arizona, Ohio and Oklahoma. Additionally,
Roy was Partner, co-founder, and President of The Economic Development Group, Inc., an
international economic development consulting firm with offices in Ohio and Arizona. Roy
also serves on the faculty for several professional certification programs including the United

Roy Williams
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber

States Chamber’s Institute for Organization Management and the International Economic Development Council’s
Economic Development Institute. 

Roy has a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Texas Lutheran University and pursued his M.B.A. at Sam
Houston State University. As well, he is a graduate of the Institute for Organization Management at Southern Methodist
University, successfully completed the American Chamber of Commerce Executive Leadership Program at the Center
for Creative Leadership in North Carolina, and is a graduate of the Governor’s Center for Strategic Leadership for State
Executives program at Duke University.

Garrett Wright
AEP PSO

Garrett joined AEP in 2021 after previously serving as the vice president for the Bay Economic
Development Alliance (Bay EDA) for Bay County, Florida. In that role, he supported existing
employers in Bay County and the recruitment of new industry, in an effort to diversify the
economy. His notable project accomplishments included the successful recruitment of tier-
one suppliers in the aerospace and automotive sectors, logistics and distribution operations,
and a research and development technical center for Suzuki Motor Marine.

Prior to joining the Bay County EDA team, I worked with Eutaw Construction Company, Inc.,
performing project management on large civil construction projects around the Southeast,

including Baton Rouge and Knoxville. He also previously served as director of business and economic development at
the Area Development Partnership, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, where he worked a number of projects that delivered
thousands of jobs and significant financial investment into the community.

Garrett is an alumnus of The University of Southern Mississippi, holding a Bachelor of Science in Construction
Engineering and Master of Science in Economic Development. He is an alumnus of The University of Southern
Mississippi, holding a Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering and Master of Science in Economic
Development.
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Victoria Tran serves as Oklahoma’s Deputy Secretary of Energy & Environment in the Office of
the Secretary of Energy & Environment (OSEE). Victoria advises the Governor and Secretary of
Energy & Environment on a wide variety of energy and environment policy and issues, along
with providing oversight to over 30 energy and environment agencies, boards, compacts and
commissions within the State of Oklahoma. She joined the staff in March 2021 and served as
the Senior Counsel and Policy Advisor to Secretary Wagner before her current role. Prior to
joining OSEE, Victoria worked for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Washington
D.C. During her time at EPA, she served as Policy Advisor in the Office of Enforcement and
Compliance Assurance and Special Advisor in the Office of Executive Secretariat.

Victoria Tran
Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment

Victoria is from Edmond, Oklahoma. She graduated with distinction from the University of Oklahoma in 2014 with a dual
degree in Political Science and International Area Studies. Victoria received her Juris Doctorate from Oklahoma City
University School of Law in 2017.


